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1. 

Propaganda: Ideas, facts, or rumors spread deliberately to further one’s cause or to damage an opposing cause.

War of Attrition: Slow wearing-down manner of warfare in which each side tries to outlast the other.
Contraband: War materials supplied by a neutral nation to a belligerent one.
Atrocities: Brutal crimes of war, often committed against civilians.
2.

Central Powers: World War I alliance of Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and the ottoman Empire. Their territory extended from the North Sea to the Middle East. This helped them with both easy communication and rapid troop movement., The Central Powers also had an advantage of Germany’s well-trained and well-equipped army.

Allied Powers: Alliance that included Great Britain, France, Russia (later, the Soviet Union), the United States, and other countries during World Wars I and II. They had more soldiers and a greater industrial capacity than the Central Powers. They also had the advantage of Britain’s navy, the largest in the world. This allowed the Allies to get food and raw materials from around the world more easily. It also gave them the ability to blockade the Central Powers. Eventually, 32 countries made up the Allied powers.

U-boats: Germany became the first nation to effectively use submarines in naval warfare. German used these submarines used in World War I.  U-boats (from the German word Unterseebooten, meaning “underwater boats”) caused extensive losses to Allied shipping.  
Woodrow Wilson: The British decided to blockade the North Sea to keep merchant ships from reaching Germany. At first the blockade was aimed at cutting off the flow of raw materials to German factories. Eventually the blockade became an attempt to ruin the German economy and starve the German people. Germany also set up a blockade. It used U-boats to sink ships that were carrying foods and arms to the British. In May 1915 a German submarine sank the British passenger liner Luisitania off the coast of Ireland. The Luisitania was carrying a cargo of war materials as well as passengers to England. Nearly 1,200 people were killed, including 128 Americans. Woodrow Wilson, the U.S. president, denounced the attack. He warned Germany that the United States would not tolerate another such incident. Wary of provoking the neutral Americans into entering the war, Germany cut back its submarine attacks. 

Arthur Zimmerman: Early in 1917 several developments pushed the United States toward war. One incident involved a high school official in the German foreign ministry, Arthur Zimmerman. In January, Zimmerman sent a secret telegram to the German ambassador in Mexico proposing an alliance between Germany and Mexico. Germany offered to help Mexico regain Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas if it would fight on Germany’s side. The British intercepted the telegram and decoded it. It was then published in American newspapers. Americans were enraged. 
4.

A. New technology changed the way war was fought. Germany became the first nation to effectively use submarines in naval warfare. German used these submarines used in World War I.  U-boats (from the German word Unterseebooten, meaning “underwater boats”) caused extensive losses to Allied shipping. The Germans also introduced poison gas as a weapon against enemy infantry. Among the new weapons were machine guns and long-range artillery. A machine gun had the firepower of many rifles. It fired rapidly and almost without interruption. Although by the end of the war lighter machine guns had been developed, the first ones were very heavy. They could be fired by one man, but a team of several men was needed to move and load them. Machine guns killed in great numbers. They made infantry attacks on strongly defended positions very costly. To counter both machine guns and artillery, protective trenchers were dug. Another new weapon was the airplane. Airplanes were mainly used for observing enemy troop movements. At this early stage in their development, they were neither fast nor easy to maneuver. However, they were sometimes used against enemy airplanes in air battles called dogfights. They were also used for dropping bombs on enemy targets. Several skilled dogfight pilots, called aces, became legends. The most famous flying ace was Baron Manfred von Richthofen of Germany, who was nicknamed “The Red Baron”. He reportedly shot down some 80 enemy aircraft during the war. In 1916 Britain introduced the tank, a heavily armored vehicle with guns mounted on it. Running on treads, it could move easily over rough ground. Tanks enabled troops to tear through barbed wire and cut into enemy defenses. Even the types of soldiers in the war changed. Previously in Europe wars were fought mainly by professional soldiers. Their only source of income was their military pay and rations of food and clothing. In contrast, soldiers in World War I were mostly drafted civilians. Men who were not drafted worked at home to help their country’s work effort. Many women, too, worked in arms factories. A war in which nations turn all their resources to the war effort became known as “total war.”
B.  The principles proclaimed by the United States for declaring war was declared by Americans who were most likely to participate in a war fought for democratic ideals. President Wilson addressed Congress, saying that “the world must be made safe for democracy.” On April 6, 1917,  Congress voted to declare war on Germany.


