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4.

The growth of cities brought changes to China, as they had during the Sung dynasty. Peace and urban growth contributed to the increase of trade within China’s borders. In theory, the Chinese and their Qing rulers still looked down on merchants. In reality, however, they needed the merchants to supply city-dwellers with clothing, food, and other essential goods. Although cities grew, most of China’s people still lived in the countryside. They increased the amount of land used for farming. In addition to rice, wheat, and tea, the rural Chinese planted new crops such as peanuts, sweet potatoes, and tobacco, which had been introduced to the Americas. The sweet potato became known as “the poor man’s food” in southern China because it grew well in soil unsuited for the growing of rice. It also had more nutritional value than most other food crops.

The attitudes Chinese rulers might have had toward foreigners during the period of the Ming and Qing dynasties is something like anti-social because Chinese rulers preferred having no influence towards foreigners especially the Westerners.
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2.

Opium War: The British government did not respond to China’s demands. When the Chinese tried to forcibly stop the opium trade, war broke out. The conflict between China and Britain, known as the Opium War, lasted from 1839 to1842. Chinese army and naval forces were no match for the better-armed and better-trained British. A small British naval force that included iron-hulled steamships easily defeated Chinese forces as it sailed up the coast from Guangzhou. In 1842 the British gained control of the region near Nanjing. At that point, Qing officials agreed to negotiate on British terms.
Treaty of Nanjing: Under the terms of the 1842 Treaty of Nanjing, China gave the island of Hong Kong to the British. It also opened five ports to British trade. British goods entering China through these ports were subject to fixed, low tariff. In addition, British subjects in the ports would be governed by the British, not Chinese, laws and would be tried in British courts. This requirements that foreigners must follow the laws of their home country instead of the laws of the country in which they live is called extraterritoriality.
Taiping Rebellion: The Taiping Rebellion lasted from 1850 to 1864. It caused terrible destruction in southern China and the Yangtze valley. Millions of people were killed. Cities and farmlands were destroyed. To make matters more difficult for Qing rulers. Muslims in central and western China launched their own rebellions at the same time. After a long struggle, the Qing finally put down these rebellions in the late 1870s. The Taiping Rebellion and the other revolts seriously weakened both the Qing dynasty and the nation as a whole. 

