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1.

Meiji Restoration: In 1868 a group of samurai overthrew the Tokugawa shogun ate. Then they returned the emperor to power. This change is called the Meiji Restoration. The samurai took action because they had grown impatient with Japan’s old ways. They wanted a government and social system more like those in the West. They convinced the Meiji government to make broad changes. One of the most important changes was to do away with the old system of social classes. Now all Japanese were free to choose what kind of work they wanted to do. The government also required that everyone should go to school. With this program, Japan almost wiped out illiteracy.
Diet: The new constitution also created a two-house national assembly called the Diet. One house of the Diet was made up of people who were elected. In the beginning, the elected house had very limited power. A small group of leaders acting in the name of the emperor held the real power in Japan. 
Sino-Japanese War: In 1894 a rebellion broke out in Korea. The rebels wanted their people to be free from Chinese control. Both Japan and China sent armed forces to Korea. The situation exploded into the Sino-Japanese War (sino means Chinese). Foreigners predicted an easy victory for the large Chinese army. The Japanese, however, had done a better job of modernizing than China. They were well equipped and prepared. Japanese troops scored quick victories on both land and sea. In a surprisingly short time, Japan had defeated China.
Treaty of Shimonoseki: In 1895 the Treaty of Shimonoseki ended the Sino-Japanese War. China was forced to give Korea its independence. Japan gained control of the island of Taiwan and some other small islands next to it. Japan also gained control of an area along the coast of Manchuria. In addition, Japan won the right to trade in China. This war between Japan and China marked the beginning of Japan as a major world power.
Mongkut: Siam’s King Mongkut, ascended to the power in 1851, was particularly good at such diplomacy. Mongkut studied Western ideas to understand his enemies and help modernize his country. He worked hard to keep his country’s independence in the 1800s.
Liliuokalani: Hawaii’s Queen Liliuokalani did not want foreigners to control Hawaii. She tried to change the treaties that allowed them to stay. In 1893 the business leaders gained enough power to end the queen’s reign. The United States took over Hawaii on 1898. Queen Liliuokalani was born in the year of 1838 and died the year of 1917. Queen Liliuokalani was the first woman to ever become ruler of the Hawaiian Islands. She was also the last. As queen, Liliuokalani faced increasing pressure from American businessmen who wanted the islands to be a part of the United States. In order to avoid bloodshed, she agreed to step down from the throne. In so doing, she opened the way for the United States to annex Hawaii, a move she bitterly opposed. After leaving the throne, she withdrew from public life.
Emilio Aguinaldo: Emilio Aguinaldo led the Filipinos in a fight for independence. The Filipinos used guerilla warfare against the better equipped United States army. The war lasted for a three hard years. The Filipinos were finally defeated in 1902. Besides taking over the Philippine Islands and Guam, the United States also took control of Wake Island. This gave the united States a chain of islands running from its west coast across the Pacific to Asia.
3.

The British rule affected India. The British used the old Roman method of divide and rule. The British were active rulers in India. They kept public order and ended the many local wars among the other states. They built roads, bridges, and railroads, established factories, hospitals, and schools, and tried to improve Indian farming methods. Many British families went to India and made it their permanent home. By the early 1900s, British rule in India had created an unusual situation, with the people of two very different cultures living side by side. However, the two groups had little social contact with each other. The British had put themselves above the Indian society They thought they were a superior race. They had private social circles that were open to any European, but closed to any Indian. For many Indian. For many years Indians were treated this way, regardless of their social status, education, or abilities. Although the British did not socialize with Indians, the British system of education had a powerful impact on India. From 1899 on, the British colonial administration worked to establish Western-style schools of all levels throughout India. The classes were mostly taught in English. Students learned about Western ideas, such as democracy and socialism, along with the regular school subjects.

The Japanese were able to reform and industrialize their nation so quickly. While Britain was firmly in control of India, Japan was taking a different course. Westerners did not rule in Japan. Japan controlled its own government. However, the Japanese had been influenced by Western ideas. In response, Japan changed its form of government and began to industrialize.

The United States expansion in Hawaii differ from its expansion in the Philippines because in Hawaii the United States sent business leaders established treaties and soon gained control over the government, while in the Philippines the United States fought against Spain to gain control of the Philippines.


