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2.

Carbonari: Members of a secret society that sought to establish a unified liberal republican government in the early 19th-century Italy. They were nationalists and revolted in several Italian states. The Carbonari overthrew Austrian rule in Lombardy and Venetia and forced some rulers in other states to agree to constitutions.

Giuseppe Mazzini: One of the most famous Carbonari. In 1831 Mazzini called for all Italian patriots to join his Young Italian movement, dedicated to spreading the ideas of the risorgimento. Mazzini insisted that “neither pope nor king,” but rather republic, should rule Italy. Young Italy Movement: Group of Italian patriots dedicated to spreading ideas of nationalism or risorgimento.

King Victor Emmanuel II: Some Italians wanted a constitutional monarchy under King Victor Emmanuel II of Sardinia. The king was not especially sympathetic to the liberals, but he did want to expand the Sardinian territory.

Camillo Benso Di Cavour: King Victor Emmanuel II’s chief minister. Camillo Benso Di Cavour was a republican and an Italian patriot. Cavour and the Sardinian parliament supported the goals of the liberals. As chief minister it was Cavour, and not King Victor Emmanuel II, who actually governed the kingdom of Sardinia. Cavour admired the British system of parliamentary government. He wanted Sardinia to lead the way in uniting and industrializing Italy. He helped establish banks, factories, and railroads, and improved trade with other countries. Cavour tried to reduce the political influence of the church and tried to reduce the politically powerful Jesuit order. He increased Sardinia’s political influence by siding with France and Great Britain during the Crimean War and participating in the 1856 peace conference that ended the war.

Napoleon III: French emperor Napoleon III wanted to increase French influence. He thought that if the Austrians were driven from Italy, France might be able to dominate the Italian states. Cavour, on the other hand, hoped that with Austria out of Italy, other Italian states might join Sardinia in a strong alliance against both France and Austria. In 1858 Cavour and Napoleon III met secretly to plan their strategy against Austria. Napoleon III agreed that if Austria could be provoked into declaring war on Sardinia, France would send troops to help drive the Austrians from Lombardy and Venetia. In return Cavour promised to give the French speaking regions of Nice and Savoy-- then Sardinian possessions-- to France.

Giuseppe Garibaldi: A man devoted to Italian freedom. With Cavour’s knowledge, Garibaldi recruited an army of more than 1,000 soldiers. In the Spring of 1860, Garibaldi and his “Expedition of the Thousand” invaded and captured Sicily. Crossing to Italy’s mainland, Garibaldi’s forces seized Naples, the capital city. Then they drove King Frances II and his troops north to the border of the Papal States. Celebrated for his military skill, Garibaldi became a hero both within and outside of Italy. Garibaldi planned to continue north to capture Rome and then Venetia. Cavour, however, now feared that Garibaldi might displace Victor Emmanuel II as Italy’s leader and set up a republic of his own. Therefore Cavour sent an army south to stop Garibaldi’s advance. In the process, Sardinia annexed most of the territory of the Papal States. In the fall of 1860 Garibaldi and Emmanuel II met in Naples. Garibaldi promised to support the establishment of the kingdom of Italy, with Victor Emmanuel II as king. He asked only to serve as governor of Naples. Fearing Garibaldi’s great popularity, the king refused.

4.

There were two events that led to new nationalist movements for unification in Italy. One of them was in 1831. Mazzini called for Italian patriots to join his Young Italy movement, dedicated to spreading the idea of the risorgimento. The Carbonari were nationalists and they were a secret society whose goals were liberation and unification. The second event was in 1848, when liberals and nationalists led revolts in several Italian states. They overthrew Austrian rule in Lombardy and Venetia and forced some rulers in other states to agree to constitutions.

The important leaders in the fight for Italian unification were Giuseppe Mazzini, King Victor Emmanuel II, Camillo Benso Di Cavour, Napoleon III, and Giuseppe Garibaldi.

The kingdom of Sardinia took the lead in Italian unification because Cavour reorganized and strengthened the Sardinian army. Believing in the separation of church and state, Cavour tried to reduce the political influence of the church. He even tried to suppress the politically powerful Jesuit order. He increased Sardinia’s political influence by siding with France and Great Britain during the Crimean War and participating in the 1856 peace conference that ended that war. Cavour saw Austria as the greatest barrier to Italian unification. He proposed an alliance of France and Sardinia against Austria. So France and Sardinia fought the Austrians.
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Prussia replaced Austria as the leading German state in Europe because of the Danish War, the Seven Weeks’ War, and the Franco-Prussian War.

The German unification does differ from the Italian unification. The Italian unification consisted of groups such as the Young Italy Movement which constantly revolted, while German unification was based on the leader’s beliefs and the outcome of the war. Also, in the German unification there was Austria and Prussia which are basically equal, while the Italian unification had multiple little states and the largest state Sardinia.

After unification, the makeup of the German government consisted of two houses in the legislative branch. The Bundesrat, or upper house, was a federal council made up of 58 appointed members. The Reichstag, or legislative assembly, was the lower house. It consisted of almost 400 members elected by universal male suffrage. Supposedly a representative body, the Reichstag, however, had limited powers. It could approve military budgets only once every seven years and saw only those bills that the Bundesrat had already approved. These restrictions made it almost impossible for the Reichstag to effect any liberal or democratic change not supported by the emperor or the Bundesrat.

